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Want a further Account of the Hi- 
ftory of the Targuins, Matter, who 
were dethron’d at Rome for their 
Tyranny, and afterwards abjur’d 
in order to preferve the Conftitution and the Li- 
berties of the Subje¢t. You told me laft day, 
that thofe who plotted to bring them in again 
were difcover’d and put to death: Did old Tur- 
quin and his Family give over their Claim after 
that Difappointment, or did they renew their Ef- 
forts to recover the Government ? 

Obf. Old Tarquin did not give over the matter 
fo, Roger , but went about to neighbouring Go- 
vernments, and particularly to the Vecans and T ar- 
quinians from whom he was defcended, pleaded 
the Ties of Blood, and the Ingratitude of the Ro- 
mans, for whom he had feveral times ventur’d his 
Life : He likewife put the Veians in mind of the 
old Quarrels they had with the Romans, trom 
whom they had receiv’d many Defeats, told ’em 
they had now an opportunity to avenge themfelves, 
by affifting him againft his ungrateful Country- 
men and Subjects, by which he perfuaded them 
to levy War againft the Romans, but he and his 
Friends were defeated, and he loft his Son Sextus, 
while the Romans on the other hand loft their De- 
liverer Brutus. 

Countrym. 1 hope Targuin had his fill of it 
then, Mafter, and that he ceas’d any more to 
attempt the Recovery of his forfeited Throne. 

Obj. Not fo, Roger: He went about to other 
Princes, and particularly to Porfena a neighbour- 
ing King of Clufium, to whom he was likewife re- 
lated, beg’d him to confider not only that he was 
his Kinfman, but of what ill confequence it might 
be to himfelf and other Princes, if the growing 
Cuftom of depofing Kings fhould go unreveng’d. By 
this means he prevail’d with him to prepare for 
making War againft the Romans. In the mean 
time, the Targuimian Fa@ion was not idle at Rome, 
but endeavoar'd to raife Jealoufies in the People, 
that their other Conful and General Valerius, 
who had affifted Bratws to deliver them from 
Targuin’s Delpotical Power, defign’d to fet up for 
himfelf: They alledg’d feveral Caufes of Suipi- 
cion againft him, and among others that he had 
built him a five Houle on the top of Mount Pala- 
tin, This created Valerius a great deal of trou- 
ble: But to convince the People of their Miftake, 
he behav’d himfeif tubsufiively to tiem when af- 
fembled together, and madea Speech to this effect : 
© That his Collegue Brutus was very happy, who 
* died in the Bed of Honour fighting for ais Coun- 
© try, before his Glory was tarnifh’d by Suipicion 
© or Envy ; but for himfelf, he was fo unfortunate 
© as to have furviv'd his Glory, to become (uf 
© pe&ed and accus’d, and initead of a Deliverer 


Country. 


* tu be reckon’d an Oppreffor, and as bad as the | 
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© Aquilii and Vitellii, who plotted to reRore Tar- 
* quin. Will you never, fayshe, know any Man’s 
* Vertue fo well, as not to fulpect it? Could I 
* have believ'd that I fhould have been thought 
* guilty of a Defire to be King, who was the 
* moft inveterate Enemy the Targuins had ? Could 
© [have believ'd that I fhould have been fear’d by 
* my Fellow- Citizens becaufe of my Houle, or tho 
* I had even Jiv’d in the Capitol 2? Does my Cre- 
* dit with you depend on fo {mali a Circumitance ? 
* Is your Confidence in me fo fhyhtly groun- 
“ded? My Houle, fays he, O Romans, thall ne- 
‘ver obftra@ your Liberty. 1 will not only 
© bring it down into the Plain, but fer it under 
© the Hill, that you may dwell above me, whom 
© you fo much fufpect:’ and accordingly he or- 
der’d all the Materials to be removd. Upon 
which they not only acquitted the General of chat 
ill-grounded Sufpicion, but turn’d the Tide fo 
much the other way, as toincreafe his Popularity. 

Countrym. I thank you for the Story, Matter : 
[ perceive ’tisno new thing for thofe who deferve 
beft of their Country to be render’d jufpected by 
the Artifices of factious and ill-detigning Men, 
and that the beft way for great Patriots to avoid 
it, is bya prudent and fubmiilive Behaviour to re- 
move the Caufes of Jealouly. In the mean time, 
I admire the Generous Romans, who tho they had 
been feduc’d into a bad Opinion of their Brave 
General, by the Intrigues of the Faction thar ad- 
her’d to the abdicated Family, yet toon recover’d 
themfelves, and did jultice to the Noble and Brave 
Valerius, But pray, Mafter, what was the {Tue 
of Tarquin’s fecond Effort ? 

Obf. He raisd a great Army, Roger, diltrefV'd 
the Komans very much by the Alltitance of Por- 
Jena, but by the good Conduct of Vulerivs, the 
Bravery of their Troops, and the extraordinary 
Efforts of fome Noble Patriots, they brought Por- 
fena to an honourable Peace, to abandon the Tar 
quins, and to exclude them his Country. 

Counrym. Thope the abdicated Family gave over 
then, Mafter, and fat down quiet under their 
Misturtunes. 

Obf, Not yet, Roger; they {till continud their 
Plea of Hereditary Kight : and old 7 arguin re- 
tiring toa Kiniman at J ufeulion, he found means 
frum thence to foment Divilions at Rome, got his 
Friends into Places of Power and Tru, aud pre- 
vail’d fo far as to get twoof his Faétion made Con- 
fuls ; fothat the Government Was in a Manner as 
much in his own hands, as if he had been there 
himlelf. 

Conitvym, How came the Romans to be fo weak, 








Matter ; and what Methods did they take to deli- 
ver themselves out of thofe wretched Circum{tances ? 

Obf. in anfwer to the firit part of the Queftion, 
Roger, k bave told you already that they were 
i deluded 

















deluded by the Jealoufies which the Friends of the 
outed Family hed rais’d among them of their beit 
Patriots, and by the foolith Envy of the un- 
thinking Nobility, who grudg’d to fee others of 
the fame iiank with themfelves, and perhaps not 
of equal fianding, prefer’d before them on ac- 
count of their Merit. As to the fecond part of 
the Queftion, Roger, they had recourfe to the chu- 
fing of an extraordinary Officer call’d a Dictator 
(who had an ablolute Power without Appeal for 
the time his Offce lafted) becaufe they cou’d 
truft neither of their Confuls, who were of the 
T arquinian Fa@tion. Having thus provided them- 
felves againit that fatal Exigence into which their 
own Folly had brought them, they rais’d an Army 
againit the Targuins, who had form’d no lefs than 
a League of thirty feveral People againft them 5 
and when they came to the Field, they had a very 
bloody Battle with Targuin and his Allies, in 
which the Targuinians, who had fled from Rome 
to join their old and young Matter, behav'd them- 
felves with the greateft Fury ; but the Romans, 
under their Dictator Pofbumus, had the Advan- 
tage at laft, Providence having blefs’d their En- 
deavours in reafferting their Liberty by their Va- 
Jour, which they had almoft loft by their Folly. 

Countrym. And what became of Tarquin and 
his abdicated Pofterity at laft, Mafter ? 

Obf. The old Man died in Exile, Roger, and 
none of his abdicated Pofterity ever came to the 
Throne. 

Countrym. 1 think he and his abdicated Family 
met witha juft Reward, Mafter ; may all fuch as 
violate the Conftitution of their Country, and 
tyrannize over their Subjefts, contrary to that 
Troft which God and the People repofe in them, 
have the fame Fate! In the meantime I can’t but 
obferve from this Piece of Hiftory, that the wifett 
People in the World are capable of being deceiv’d 
and brought to fuch Meafures, as are contrary to 
their own Intereft,: by factious and ill-defigning 
Men, who pretend the Publick Good, as the Tar- 
guinian Faction did, on pretence of freeing the 
Romans from the Danger of Men of Antimo- 
narchical Principles, and preventing the Calamities 
that would attend a Civil and foreign War on the 
account of a ‘difputed Succeflion. I fuppofe the 
Tarquin Family did not make afe of Force alone, 
Matter ; did they not alfo promiféa Redrefs of 
Grievances, to govern better in time to come, and 
fpread Declarations of that nature among the Peo 
ple, in order to poifon them ? ! 

Obf. You need:not doubt that, Roger. The 
Con(fpirators were full of their Promifes what 
Tarquin would do, when reftor’d , but the Ro- 
mans were wifer than tu traitthem. They knew 
from: the Experience of all other Nations, that 
they would find the Maxim to be true; 


———Regnabit fanguine multo 
Quifquis ad regnandum venit. ab Exilio : 
1. €. 
—— He that from Exile comes to reign, 


With Blood and Murders will his Scepter Rain. 


Countrym. \ with we had never experienc’'d any 
thing of that nature our felves, Matter 5 and that 
thole who are for bringing in the St. Germains Fa- 
mily would think on it. 

Ob/. Whether they do or not, I make no quef- 
tion but the Nation will think on’t, Roger. The 
Faction has given us Proofsenough of what we are 
to expect from them, by their former Affaflination 





and Invafion-Plots. We know the Inftruments of 





Cruelty arein theit Habitations, and may remem. 
ber the Rebellions, Tumults and Burnings they 
began among Us laft Year: nor are they willine 
it feems, we fhould forget them, fince they a 
attempted fo lately to burn the Meeting-Houf a: 
Meir in Wiltfpire, by breaking in at the Windows. 
putting Faggots under the Pulpit, piling up the 
Forms and Stools about it upon Bean-Straw, mig’d 
with Pieces of Cleft Deal, dip’d in Pitch ana 
Brimftone, by laying Materials of the fame com. 
buftible nature in the Gallery, and making Holes 
in the Cieling, that the Flames might reach the 
Thatch: which, had it not been prevented by 
taking up the Fellow juit as he got in at the Wiy, 
dow, and wasabcut ftriking Fire, might have con. 
fum’d the whole Village. 

Countrym, That's a dreadful Story indeed, Maf- 
ter! It feemsif fome People had their Will, they 
would not only bang out a bloody, but a burning 
Flag againft Diffenters. That Fellow is one of the 
Tribe of Damare, V'll warrant you: No doubr 
they are among the Artifts retain'd, againft the 
Pretender comes, to rekindle the Sithfeld Fires 
they are fodextrous at it. | heard the thing “ty 
fore, Matter, the Fellow’s name is Ford or Fort 
who being carry’d before Juftice Cocker, he wrote 
his Mistimus , upon which the Incendiary is ei- 
ther really or feignecly fick, the Smell of the 
Halter having overcome that of his Brimitone and 
Pitch, makes his Stomach (queamith. ’ Twas hap- 
pily difcover’d by the Clerk of the Mceting-Houfe : 
who going to clean it on a Wednefday, as Pro- 
vidence would have it, whereas he us’d to defer ir 
till the Friday, he found the Windows broke, and 
the combuftible matter laid in order. Having 
difcover’d it fecretly to fome others, they went 
with him into the Meeting-Houfe that fame night, 
the 29th of November, and about twelve the In- 
cendiary camein at the Window, began to ftrike 
Fire, and was caught. It happen’d well for the 
Village, Mafter, which mult have unavoidably 
| been laid in Athes had the Defign fucceeded, there 
being two Hay-Ricks, and a great Pile of Fag- 
gots near the Meeting-Houfe. ’ 

Obf. ’Tis well the Faction difcover their Malice 
Roger, while the Parliament is fitting, and give our 
Legiflators an Opportunity to enquire into fuch 
Pradtices, and take proper meafures to prevent 
them, either by making new Laws, or reinforcing 
old ones. 

We have Information of another piece of Bar- 
barity committed lately in the North, Roger, by 
Perfons of the fame Stamp, where a Higbfying 
Clergyman, and a Layman of his own Kidney, 
brutifhly murder’d Mr. Roper, a Gentleman of 
Eitate in the Night-time, as he was going home to 
his own Houfe, becaufe he thwarted them in their 
Highflying Principles ; of which we may have an 
Opportunity to give the Circumftances at another 
time. I willnot be founcharitable asto fay, that 
the Hieroglyphick, upon a certain Almanack, 
Points at fuch Mardersand Burnings 3 tho perhaps 
there are more Almanack-makers than Partridge, 
who pretend to the Gift of Prophecy. But more 
of this at leifure, Roger. 
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